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the subject of a thorough study by Carcopino (Virgile 
et les Origines d'Ostie, Paris, 1919) in a large volume of 
800 pages full of topographical, religious, and literary 
investigation. An excellent review of this work, by 
Professor Lillie R. Taylor, of Vassar College, appeared 
in the American Journal of Philology (41 [1920], 396- 
400). Carcopino places the site of Aeneas's camp at 
Ostia, although the changed course of the Tiber, he 
holds, has buried all traces of it under a deposit of 
silt. He believes that Vergil departed from the usual 
tradition that Aeneas founded Lavinium, which, on the 
contrary, was already in existence as the capital of 
Latinus and the Laurentes when the Trojan hero 
arrived in Italy. The reason for this divergence was 
due in part to Vergil's wish to emphasize the impor- 
tance and the antiquity of Ostia, where Julius Caesar 
and Augustus planned to build a great harbor. 

This shadowy period of pre-Roman history, which 
forms the subject of the last six books of the Aeneid 
and part of the first book of Livy, makes a wide appeal 
to our imagination as well as to that of the Romans 
themselves. 

The latest number of the Proceedings of the <British> 
(Classical Association 17, April, 1920) contains Dr. 
Fowler's presidential address, delivered last Easter, 
on The Imagination of the Romans. This new inter- 
pretation of the Roman genius is illustrated by many 
examples chosen from religion and literature culmin- 
ating in Vergil as the supreme instance of "the light- 
ening flash of imagination". 

To sum up, in conclusion, we may say that for the 
prehistoric Aegean we have learned new things about 
the relations of Minoans and Mycenaeans to their 
neighbors; there are new interpretations of Homer 
and the Dark Age; an artistic and luxurious Sparta 
hitherto unsuspected has been revealed; we are 
beginning to understand more of the early history of 
Rome and her relations to Etruria, while several 
studies of Vergil have shown that the imaginative 
quality of the Romans - an imagination neither fanci- 
ful nor inventive, but sympathetic and historical - 
finds its noblest expression in the great interpreter of 
the Augustan Age and the destiny of Rome. 
Vassar College J da Carleton Thallon 



REVIEW 

Edict of Diocletian Establishing a Maximum Sched- 
ule of Prices for Commodities and Services Through- 
out the Roman Empire 301 A. D. Providenee, 
R. I.: Union Trust Company (1920). Pp.24. 

The Edict of Diocletian, establishing maximum 
prices for commodities and services, has been the 
subject of numerous short accounts or 'stories' in 
the daily and weekly journals in recent years, be- 
cause of the remarkable parallel to the price-regu- 
lation of to-day. All of these gave extracts merely, 
and the Union Trust Company of Providence has 



felt that the interest in the document warranted the 
reprinting of it, in translation, substantially com- 
plete, for wide distribution. 

A page of prefatory explanation is followed by a 
translation of the Edict, the preamble of which 
fills pages 5-10. So far as it goes, the translation by 
Professors Rolfe and Tarbell (Papers of the American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens, 5(1892], 233-244), 
is followed, even to one misprint. The last two 
pages are by another translator, whose identity is 
unknown to the reviewer, and whose style, while per- 
haps more easily intelligible than a more faithful 
translation of the Latin would be, is very unlike that 
of Professors Rolfe and Tarbell. The reviewer him- 
self gets quite a different meaning out of many of the 
phrases, as may be seen by a comparison with his own 
translation in the University of Pennsylvania Law 
Review, 69.43-44. 

Pages 11-24 contain the schedules of maximum 
prices, taken verbatim from the work of the cele- 
brated English traveler, Colonel E. M. Leake, who 
first published a full account of the document, in a 
pamphlet entitled An Edict of Diocletian Giving a 
Maximum of Prices Throughout the Roman Empire 
A. D. 303 (London, John Murray, 1826). This was 
intended by Colonel Leake as a supplement to the 
briefer description of the Edict which he gives in 
Journal of a Tour in Asia Minor, 229, 329-338 (1824). 
The only changes from Leake's pamphlet are that the 
explanatory remarks introducing the schedules have 
been reworded, and the three items at the bottom of 
page 29 are overlooked in the reprinting. 

Naturally, the various errors made by Colonel 
Leake are repeated. It is only fair to say that our 
ability to correct them is due chiefly to the discovery of 
other fragments of the Edict, which enable us to fill 
the gaps which Colonel Leake and our Providence 
friends mark with asterisks. It is unfortunate that 
for the wages of laborers by the day (not by the piece) 
the specification 'with food' appears in only a few of 
Colonel Leake's items, whereas it should appear in 
substantially all. Colonel Leake made an amusing 
error, when, misinterpreting the words in lateribus 
qualtuor pedum vinum, 'for four bricks two feet long', 
he translated them by "bricks of four feet", and, 
taking vinum, not as the genitive plural of bini, but as 
the accusative of vinum, he went on thus, "with food, 
but to provide his own wine". The reviewer is sure 
that against such a regulation a strike would have 
been declared immediately after the noon-hour. See 
Leake, 35, and the reviewer's pamphlet, 17; the error 
recurs in the next item. As a matter of fact, the 
brickmaker was to be fed, but was to provide his own 
raw materials for the bricks! 

It is immensely gratifying that a banking institution 
should find in a document ol ancient Rome such in- 
trinsic interest that it reprints the document, as a 
means of publicity and as a business enterprise. Per- 
haps the modern results embodied in Bliimner's com- 
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mentary to the Edict, as presented in Das Maximal- 
tariff des Diocletian (Berlin, 1893), with a reprint of 
the text from the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, 
3, Suppl.1909-1953, could not be used, since that 
would involve an original translation; yet it might 
have been possible to get the privilege of reproducing 
the chapter in Professor F. F. Abbott's book, The 
Common People of Ancient Rome (pages 145-178), 
which, in accurate and scholarly fashion, yet in a way 
full of human interest, gives precisely such extracts 
from the Edict and such explanatory comment as 
would catch the fancy of a reader of to-day. 

One might note that it is now generally believed 
that this price-regulation held, not for the whole 
Roman Empire, as Colonel Leake thought, but merely 
for that quarter of the Roman world which was under 
the personal administration of Diocletian. Finally, 
the fragments which have been found in Greek some- 
what more than double the number of items for which 
the prices were known when Colonel Leake wrote 
his paper. 
University of Pennsylvania Roland G. Kent. 



THE AMERICAN CLASSICAL LEAGUE 
Second Annual Meeting 

The Second Annual Meeting of the American Clas- 
sical League was held at the University of Pennsylvan- 
ia, on July 6-7. Theprograme was as follows: Meet- 
ing of the Advisory Committee and Chairmen of Reg- 
ional Committees on the Classical Investigation 
Authorized by the General Education Board; Dinner 
of the Advisory Committee and Chairmen of Regional 
Committees and of the Council of the American 
Classical League; Meeting of the Council; Address 
of Welcome, Acting Provost Penniman, University of 
Pennsylvania; First Public Report on Organization 
of Classical Investigation Authorized by the General 
Education Board, Andrew F. West; Brief Statements 
by the Regional Chairmen; Luncheon, tendered by 
the University of Pennsylvania; Six- Year Secondary 
School Course in its Bearing on Latin and Greek, Gon- 
zalez Lodge, Teachers College; Experimental Tests of 
Latin Teaching in Connection with Results in English, 
Mason D. Gray, and W. L. Carr; The Classics in 
American Education, Calvin Coolidge, Vice-President 
of the United States. 

An account of the Classical Investigation was given 
in The Classical Weekly 14. 190-191. To the 
names of the Advisory Committee there given should 
now be added that of Miss M. Julia Bentley, Hughes 
High School, Cincinnati, Ohio. The work of organ- 
izing the investigation has been advanced in two ways, 
by the selection of two Special Investigators, who are 
to work in accordance with the plans of the Advisory 
Committee, and by the selection of Regional Chairmen. 
The Special Investigators are Professor W. L. Carr, 
formerly of the University High School, Chicago, now 
of Oberlin College, and Dr. Mason D. Gray, East High 
School, Rochester, New York. I understand that the 
Investigators have secured leave of absence from their 
respective institutions, that they may devote all their 
time to the investigation. Regional Chairmen have 
been appointed as follows: New England, Alfred E. 
Stearns, Phillips Andover Academy, Andover, Mass- 
achusetts; Middle Atlantic States, Elmer E. Bogert, 
Morris High School, New York City; The South, R. 



G. Peoples, Battle Ground Academy, Franklin, Ten- 
nessee; Central West, Lillian G. Betry, University of 
Indiana; Southwest, William J. Battle, University of 
Texas; Northwest, B. L. Ullman, State University of 
Iowa; The Rockies, Milo G. Derham, University of 
Colorado; Pacific Coast, H. C. Nutting, University of 
California. 

The meeting of the Advisory Committee and Reg- 
ional Chairmen was devoted to a discussion of a Pre- 
liminary Report, submitted by the Special Investigat- 
ors. I understand that copies of this Report may be 
obtained from either of the Special Investigators, and 
that parts of it will be published in an early number of 
The Classical Journal. The Report was, I believe, 
adopted by the Advisory Committee substantially as 
presented. 

The Report of the President of the League, Dean 
West, was taken up almost wholly with a statement 
concerning the Investigation. The substance of this 
statement had appeared in The Classical Weekly 
14.190-191. The Report of the President may be 
found in full in a document issued by the League, 
giving an account of the recent meeting. 

The functions of each Regional Committee are : 

"1. To send its opinion to the Advisory Committee 
in response to inquiries sent to it by the Advisory Com- 
mittee. 

2. To recommend to the Advisory Committee 
whatever it judges advisable in regard to the classical 
investigation. 

3. To. be represented by its chairman at a session of 
the Advisory Committee whenever this is practicable". 

The financial statement of the Secretary-Treasurer, 
June 19, 1920-June 17, 1921, was as follows: 

Receipts 



Contributions 


$35-oo 




Refund on expenses, Milwaukee 






Meeting 


146.62 




Membership dues 


341-25 




Sale of Publications 


295.11 




Total 




$817.98 


Expenditures 






Office expenses 


$113.18 




Postage and telegrams 


53-o6 




Printing 


817.94 




Advertising 


1500 




Expenses, Cincinnati Meeting (not 






included in last report) 


477.22 




Philadelphia Meeting (partial) 


200.00 




Total 


i 


11,676.40 


Deficit 




858.42 


Cash in bank, June 19, 1920 




2,158.36 



Cash in bank, June 17, 1921 $1,299.94 

The following officers were elected: President, 
Andrew F. West; Vice-Pi esident, Alexander L. Bon- 
durant; Secretary-Treasurer, Shirley Weber; as 
elected members of the Council, W. L. Carr, Anna P. 
MacVay, Henry Pennypacker, H. C. Nutting, Edith 
Rice, Frances E. Sabin, and B. L. Ullman. 

It is expected that, at the Third Fall Meeting of 
The Classical Association of the Atlantic States, which 
is to be held at Swarthmore College on the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving (November 26), Dr. Gray, one of 
the Special Investigators, will make a full report of 
certain phases of the Investigation, phases in which 
all teachei s of the Classics ought to be deeply interested. 

c. K. 



